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AUSTRALIA. 

TASMANIA.^ 

Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart. 

The  total  imports  into  Tasmania,  exclusive  of  those  from  Australia, 
in  1913  were  valued  at  $4,989,140,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom 
furnished  $3,184,788;  other  British  possessions,  $273,526;  the  United 
States,  $600,608;  Germany,  $474,050;  France,  $126,412;  Belgium, 
$47,078;  and  Austria,  $17,465.  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Switzerland 
sent  some  of  their  products  here,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that 
the  European  war  will  cause  any  appreciable  loss  in  their  trade. 
Trade  with  the  British  possessions  also  will  be  practically  unaffected, 
unless  the  demands  of  war  make  such  a  drain  upon  their  populations 
and  resources  as  seriously  to  curtail  their  supplies  for  expoyt. 

Principal  Imports  and  Tlieir  Sources. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  principal  imports 
into  Tasmania  in  1913,  and  the  amounts  supplied  by  the  most  im- 
portant countries  of  origin: 


Articles. 


Ales,  porter,  and  stout. 

Apparel 

Bags  and  baskets 

Books,  printed 

Boots  and  sh03s 

Brushware 

Canvas  and  duck 

Carpets  and  carpetmg. 

Cement 

China  and  porcelain . . . 

Confectionery 

Cordage 

Cozies- and  cushions 

Corsets 

Cycles  and  parts 

Dnigs 

Earthenware 

Electrical  goods 

Engines 

Fancy  goods 

Fish,  preserved 


United 

King- 
dom. 

S-36, 200 

192,. 500 

7.000 

65,000 

44,000 

ri.ooo 

10,000 
31,000 
34,000 
20,000 
_67,500 
#17,000 
40.000 
10,000 
48,300 

7,000 
22,000 
18.200 
57,300 
16,500 

9,500 

Germany. 

United 
States. 

France. 

$2,900 
36, 600 
9,000 
1,000 
1,400 
1,900 

S2,850 

SI, 700 

700 

13,000 
10,000 

375 

2,000 
5,000 

3,700 
G,S50 

300 
2,. 500 
2,000 
7, 250 
50 
8,000 

2, 100 
3,535 
2,. 500 
17,500 

1,200 

Total. 


247 
18 

68: 

48 
15 
12 
32, 
47 
32 
68 
19 
47 
15 
56 
11 
25 
46 
61 
29 
40, 


200 
000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
500 
000 
000 
500 
500 
000 
650 
500 
000 
000 
600 
500 
000 


o  A  report  on  the  progress  of  American  trade  in  Tasmania  industrial  conditions,  etc.   was  also  pub • 
lished  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  July  14,  1914. 
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Ar  lilies. 


United 
King- 
dom. 


Germany. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Total. 


FumiUirc 

G  lass  and  glassware . 
Gloves 


TIats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel  manufacturos. . . 

Jewelry 

Lamps  and  mantles 

Leather  mauiifaclurcs 

Linoleums 

Machines  and  machinery 

Manures 

Metal  manufactures 

Motive  power  machines 

Motor  cars,  bodies,  and  chassis. 

Musical  instmments 

Munitions  and  arms 

Paper  and  manufactures 

Piece  goods,  cotton 

Kails  and  fish  plates 

Ituljber  manufactures 

Silks 


SU.OOO 

4,7-)0 

2.  .")fHl 

37..")20 

176,  WJ 

7,  too 

8,KU0 

17,S50 

S2.000 

09.100 

2.. '(00 

111,450 


Socks  and  stockings 

Stationery 

'I'ools  of  trade 

Trimmings .' 

Velvet  and  velveteens. . 
^Vhiskies,  brandies,  etc. 

Wire 

Wool  and  woolens 


121,450 
18,450 
71.000 
2S.f;.50 

300.000 

100.000 
25.t;00 
4.400 
71,. WO 
30,000 
33. COO 
4,700 
25, COO 
47,100 
34,750 

130,000 


$1,400 

S.SOO 

13.000 

500 

6,S(K) 

450 

3,000 

375 


$4,7.50 
1,400 
100 
25 
.50 
075 
2,400 
475 


$3,000 


11,150 
24. cm 
10. 550 


40,100 


22, 750 


5, 025 
29.4.50 

2,000 
14,000 

5,000 
26,000 

1,'.>50 


11.300 
5.  400 
2,'.)(MJ 
5,000 

16.000 


40. S50 
2.000 
S.30O 
2.240 
4.600 

10.000 

9.670 

850 

KOO 

1,700 

28,000 


2,700 
o  1.5, 200 


$22,000 
31,200 
22,000 
41,500 

187,400 
10,325 
14.800 
19,450 
83,000 

138,150 
32,000 

155, 400 


2,200 


10,000 


5,000 

3,400 

6  27,250 


81,000 
5,000 


13,000 


200,350 
60,000 
83.000 
70.800 
325,000 
137,500 
41,800 
28,000 
84,000 
40,  .500 
65, 000 
25,000 
00. 000 
84,750 
140,850 
155,000 


o  Chassis  only. 


b  Includes  wines. 


Thoso  figures  by  no  means  cover  the  amount  of  foreign  goods  con- 
sumed here,  smce  the  value  of  direct  imports  into  Tasmania  is  much 
less  than  the  value  of  the  foi-eign  goods  that  aie  reshijiped  from 
Sydney  and  Melbourne  by  the  large  indent  houses,  of  wliicii  no  record 
is  kept. 

The  French  imports  are  composed  chiefly  of  articles  of  luxurv. 
in  1913  Belgium  sent  $18,900  worth  of  glass  and  glassware,  $3,450 
worth  of  iron  and  steel  rods,  $3,750  worth  of  manures,  $3,600  wortli 
of  cotton  piece  goods,  $3,000  worth  of  talking  machines,  $1,800 
worth  of  motor-car  chassis,  and  $1,000  worth  of  velvets.  From 
Austria  were  received  apparel  valued  at  $4,500,  furniture,  $2,500, 
and  boots  and  shoes,  $1,600. 

Mineral  Products  Seeking  Markets — Imports  of  Metal  Manufactures. 

Tlie  European  war  has  had  a  disastrous  effect  upon  tlie  mining 
industry  in  Tasmania,  because  many  of  the  complex  oies  produce(l 
here  were  sent  to  Germany  for  further  treatment.  If  the  State 
Government  had  not  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  miners  and  advanced 
money  on  the  ore  mined,  the  mining  industry  would  have  been 
ruined.  Even  under  these  conditions  mining  has  been  greatly  cur- 
tailed and  the  products  are  in  urgent  need  of  a  market.  The  value 
of  the  mineral  production  of  Tasmania  in  1913  was  $6,889,500,  com- 
l>ared  with  $7,273,351  hi  1912.  'Statistics  showing  tlie  yield  of  each 
mineral  were  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  J^eports  for 
July  14,  1914. 

Tasmania  has  made  little  progress  in  producing  its  own  manufac- 
tures of  metal,  and  has  to  look  to  factories  in  Australia  and  in  foreign 
countries  to  supply  the  demand.  Direct  shipments  from  foreign 
countries,  chiefly  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  the  United 
States,  account  for  about  25  per  cent  of  the  annual  consumption  of 
such  wares. 
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Germany  had  an  especially  strong  hold  on  the  wire  market,  though 
the  (Jnited  Kingdom  was  a  strong  competitor.  The  United  States 
sold  appreciable  quantities  of  all  wires  except  barbed,  the  only  wire 
subject  to  import  duties.  In  other  lines  of  metal  manufactures,  the 
United  Kingdom  absorbs  most  of  the  trade,  because  of  the  preferen- 
tial tariff;  but  the  United  States  makes  creditable  sales,  while  lesser 
amounts  were  credited  to  Germany. 

The  direct  imports  of  metal  manufactures  into  Tasmania  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  the  Il^nited  States  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1913,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1913 

Articles. 

1913 

Bolts,  nuts,  laiobs,  kej's,  locks,  etc: 

United  Kingdom 

311,431 

207 

2,511 

20, 707 
1,002 
3,455 

9,076 

1,732 

803 

5,079 
11,159 

Barbed  wire: 

ITnited  Kingdom 

584  7 

G  ermany 

Germany 

8,477 

United  States 

Iron  and  steel  wire,  wire  netting,  etc: 

United  Kingdom 

Pipes,  tubes,  saws,  screws,  etc: 

ITnitod  Kingdom 

31,025 

Germany 

67,393 
14  191 

Germany. . .                 

United  States  . 

United  States 

other  metal  manufactm'cs: 

United  Ivingdom 

Nails,  brads,  spikes,  brobs,  etc: 

8-5, 820 

United  Kingdom 

0  ermany . . . 

18  814 

United  States 

19,  870 

United  States.                    

Malleable  iron  castings: 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Vehicles — Extension  of  Automobile  Trade. 

Tasmania  practically  supplies  its  own  needs  in  wagons,  buggies, 
carts,  carriages,  and  other  horse-drawn  vehicles;  but  it  is  dependent 
upon  foreign  sources  for  its  supply  of  automobiles,  motor  cycles, 
bicycles,  etc.  The  sales  of  these  vehicles  have  been  heavy  here,  over 
3,000  licenses  having  been  issued  in  this  State  (population  195,000) 
for  motor-driven  vehicles.  The  outbreak  of  war  caused  a  decline, 
which  on  account  of  adverse  conditions  in  the  mining  and  agricul- 
tural districts  is  liable  to  continue  for  some  time.  It  is  conserva- 
tively estim.ated  that  sales  have  fallen  about  50  per  cent  from  the 
high  level  they  had  reached  a  few  months  ago.  On  account  of  the 
high  import  duty  upon  motor-car  bodies  many  manufactm'ers  do 
not  export  the  bodies  of  their  cars  but  only  the  chassis.  Very  hand- 
some bodies  are  made  locally  for  any  foreign  chassis  at  $250  and  up. 

American  manufacturers  have  already  obtained  a  strong  foothold 
in  this  market,  and  have  won  for  themselves  a  high  reputation;  it 
is  conceded  that  American  low-priced  cars  are  superior  to  all  others, 
and  the  United  States  enjo3"s  a  practical  monopoly  in  this  field. 
But  in  the  field  of  medium  and  high-priced  cars,  foreign  makes, 
especially  British  and  French,  find  little  competition. 

The  demand  here  is  probably  not  sufTicient  to  gain  the  attention 
of  American  manufacturers  of  high-priced  cars;  but  this  country 
should  prove  attractive  as  a  possible  market  for  medium-priced 
cars,  such  as  are  sold  in  the  United  States  for  $1,200  to  $2,000. 
The  manufacturers  of  several  such  cars  have  agencies  here,  but  the 
business  obtained  has  not  been  commensurate  with  the  possibilities. 
Their  prospects,  however,  must  improve  even  at  the  present  time  of 
small  sales,  as  it  is  considered  doubtful  whether  European  firms  can 
make  then'  usual  shipments  after  the  heavy  demand  that  is  being 
made  upon  them  by  the  armies  has  been  satisfied. 
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In  motorcycles  and  tricycles,  British  makes  arc  predominant. 
There  has  not  been  the  same  slump  in  the  demand  for  these  veliicles 
as  for  automobiles,  owing  doubtless  to  the  fact  that  persons  who 
under  usual  conditions  would  buy  automobiles,  are  now  purchasing 
motorcycles. 

Imports  of  Motor  Cars,  Cycles,  etc. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  imports  of  motor  cars, 
cycles,  etc.,  into  Tasmania  in  191.3,  and  the  prmcipal  countries  of 
origin : 


Articles. 


Motor-car  bodies: 

Unitetl  Kiugdoin 

Canada 

France 

Germany 

United  Stales 

Motor-car  chassis: 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Belgium 

France 

German}' 

Italy 

United  States 

Motor  cycles  and  tricycles: 

United  Kingdom 

New  Zealand 

United  States 


140 

5G0 
516 

127 
802 

.'"-94 
7S!) 
713 
760 
523 
1S7 
.'J14 

,800 
214 
,G52 


Articles. 


Bicycles: 

"United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Cycle  parts: 

Plated— 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Other  countries.. 

other- 
United  Kingdom 

United  States 

other  countries.. 


1913 


$2,725 
2, 130 


5,S49 
745 
375 

14,527 

1,025 

720 


The  American  cars  sold  here  include  the  Ford,  Overland,  Hup- 
mobile.  Maxwell,  Vulcan,  Buick,  Cadillac,  and  K.  C.  H.  The 
Siddeley-Dcasey,  Fiat,  Talbot,  Morris  Oxford,  Swift,  Wolsley,  Russell, 
Berliet,  Sunbeam,  Delauney  Belleville,  Clement  Bayard,  Metalhir- 
gique,  Hotchkiss,  Singer,  Waverly,  Argvle,  Napier,  Opal,  and  Itaha 
are  the  best  known  Euro])can  cars  on  the  local  market.  Cars  intended 
for  Tasmania  should  have  right-hand  drive,  and  electric  light  and 
starting  equipment.  There  is  a  limited  market  here  for  perambu- 
lators and  children's  tricycles.  Imports  are  small  and  come  chiefly 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  selling  these  goods,  the  best  results  are  usually  obtained  where 
manufacturers  send  representatives  to  make  arrangements  for  local 
representation.  Under  present  conditions  heavy  initial  orders  can 
not  be  expected;  American  firms  should  be  satisfied  with  small  orders 
to  begin  with,  and  give  local  agents  a  chance  to  demonstrate  and  thus 
create  a  demand. 

Low  Wool  Prices — Apples  for  Export — Lumber — Textiles. 

The  wool  market  is  occasioning  the  producers  and  dealers  much 
anxiety.  Tasmania  produces  much  of  the  finest  cross-bred  and 
merino  wools  of  Australia,  as  well  as  large  quantities  of  the  coarser 
grades.     Germany  and  France  bought  most  of  the  finer  grades,  and 

E resent  prices  are  therefore  very  low.     The  big  wool  sales  arc  held 
ere  during  the  first  week  in  January  and  all  indications  point  to  a 
cheap  market  for  the  finer  grades  and  merinos. 

The  apple  export  season  opens  about  ]\Iarcli  1  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  United  States  can  buy  sui)plics  here  reasonably  cheap,  if  it 
needs  them. 
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Tasmania  exports  large  quantities  of  hardwood  and  gum  lumber. 
This  industry  is  hard  pressed  at  present;  many  mills  are  closed  for 
want  of  an  outlet  for  their  products.  Some  Tasmanian  gums  make 
good  lumber  for  vehicles. 

In  nearly  every  branch  of  the  textile  trade,  except  silk,  the  United 
Kingdom  practically  controls  the  market.  This  predominance  is 
brought  about  in  part  by  the  excellent  trade  connections  between 
Tasmania  and  England,  as  Hobart  is  a  regular  port  of  call  for  the 
big  steamers;  but  to  a  far  greater  degree  it  is  due  to  the  preferential 
tariff  on  British  goods.  In  ordinary  times  it  seems  improbable  that 
American  textile  manufacturers  would  have  a  chance  of  developing 
a  market  here,  but  American  manufacturers  of  cottons  would  now 
do  well  to  give  some  attention  to  Tasmania,  which  is  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  foreign  supphes  of  such  goods.  The  high  insurance 
rates  on  cargoes  to  and  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  fact  that 
such  rates  have  to  be  paid  on  the  raw  cotton  shi])ped  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  well  as  on  the  cotton  goods  shipped  from  that  country, 
deprive  British  cotton  goods  of  much  of  the  advantage  of  the  prefer- 
ential tariff.  A  further  advantage  for  American  ships  wiU  be  the 
use  of  the  Panama  Canal  route. 

Tasmania  uses  practically  the  same  st5des,  -weights,  and  colors  in 
cottons  as  are  generally  found  on  the  American  market.  The  widths 
and  lengths  of  piece  goods  are  such  as  are  produced  by  British  looms, 
and  while  these  are  probably  not  different  from  American  measure- 
ments, full  s]>ecifications  should  always  be  given  in  opening  corre- 
spondence with  local  buyers.  When  the  length  of  time  necessary 
to  carry  on  correpsondence  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  is  considered,  manufacturers  must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
more  information  they  can  give  with  their  first  communication  as  to 
prices,  cpialities,  shipments,  payments,  etc.,  the  better  chance  they 
have  of  obtaining  orders. 

Credit  for  Textiles — Packing — Steamship  Connections,  Banking,  etc. 

Wliero  satisfactory  references  can  be  obtained,  credit  can  be 
extended  with  as  much  freedom  as  to  home  buyers.  Drafts  drawn 
30  days  after  acceptance,  and  accepted  upon  arrival  of  goods,  are 
popular,  tliough  buyers  are  not  opposed  to  paying  upon  arrival. 
It  would  be  somewhat  diiilcult  at  the  present  time  to  conclude  many 
sales  upon  the  cash-with-order  basis,  for  buyers  are  not  inclined  to 
make  payments  l>efore  the  arrival  of  goods. 

It  is  worth  while  to  impress  upon  American  exporters  the  necessity 
for  proper  packing  of  wares  for  transport  and  reshipment,  and  the 
importance  of  having  the  wares  attractively^  put  up  and  labeled  for 
shov/- window  display. 

Many  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  admitted  at  lower  tariff 
rates  than  similar  goods  from  the  United  States  and  it  is  improliablo 
that  American  goods  can  overcome  such  a  handicap  in  staple  lines. 
The  style  and  finish  of  American  goods,  however,  appeal  to  the  people 
here  and  many  are  sold  regardless  of  the  fact  that  similar  British 
lines  are  to  be  had  cheaper.  Moreover,  if  the  war  continues  for  any 
length  of  time,  the  British  surplus  for  export  must  decrease. 

There  are  no  direct  steamship  lines  from  the  United  States  to 
Tasmania;  but  there  is  weekly  steamer  service  from  Hobart  to  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney,  from  which  ports  goods  are  reshipped  here. 
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111  rcp;aicl  to  credits,  Iv.uikijig  and  oxchango,  ondiargoes,  etc.,  there 
is  no  difference  between  normal  times  and  the  present,  except  that 
pnrchasers  generally  refrain  from  paying  for  gofxls  nntil  the  goods 
liaA^o  arrived.  In  the  meantime  the  banks  hold  the  drafts  and  bills 
of  lading. 

Catalogues  Bequested  for  Consulate. 

To  effect  a  closer  relationship  between  tliis  oflice  and  the  business 
men  of  the  State,  the  consulate  will  henceforth  jiotify  a  numl  er  of 
the  leading  merchants  each  time  catalogues  and  otlier  ])u^  licatiojis 
arrive.  American  manufactin'ers  aiul  exporters  arc  therefore  re- 
quested to  send  to  this  ofllce  their  catalogues,  price  lists,  cost  of  ship- 
ments, and  any  other  information  that  may  be  of  valuo  to  prospective 
purchasers,  so  tliat  the  cojisulate  may  ];o  able  to  satisfy  local  incjuirers. 
Tasmania  furnishes  an  excellent  field  at  present  for  the  purchase  of 
raw  materiiils  such  as  wool  (cross-l)red  and  merino),  skins  (sheep, 
rabbit,  wallaby,  and  opossum),  hardwood  lumber,  (especially  gums), 
tin,  silver,  lead,  and  copper,  if  firms  requiring  such  raw  materials 
would  Amtc  the  consulate  as  to  tlu>ir  needs,  such  information  would 
bo  furnished  to  local  exporters  in  the  same  communication  in  which 
they  are  notified  of  the  arrival  of  American  catalogues,  since  the 
firms  cAgaged  in  the  export  trade  are  also  the  leading  import  houses. 
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